MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION IN REGIONS OF DRY CLIMATE*
OLE OLUFSEN
nnHE kind invitation to address you at this meeting came some-JL what as a surprise to me, for I had not thought that any such contingency would arise. I have no literature with me, and on the splendid and interesting excursion which has just come to an end there has heen—fortunately, I may say—neither time nor peace to think about other things than the excursion itself. I also beg you to remember that English is not my native language, and, although I understand it fairly well, I may not be able to express myself correctly as regards details or always to catch the adequate English word. Therefore, when I venture to speak before this prominent assembly, I do it only with the hope that you will take my address as it is, excuse my mistakes and be content with what I can tell you in a few moments from memory about transportation in regions of dry climate.
As you may perhaps know, I have traveled a number of years in countries of dry climate in Asia, Transcaspia, Khiva, Bokhara, Turkestan, the Pamirs, and Persia; furthermore, in northern Africa, in Algeria, Tunisia, the Sahara and the great sand dune deserts (El Erg) between Algeria and Tunisia. We have just visited the arid regions of the western United States, so that I have had occasion to visit the three great regions of dry climate in the northern hemisphere.
Nowadays we build railroads everywhere, and it might therefore seem unnecessary to speak about special forms of transportation in dry regions, because the railroads in dry and humid regions might almost be of the same kind, except for slight modifications
But railroad building has not been carried out in any new coun-
* Bead on October 18, 1912, at the scientific meetings held after the retain of the Transcontinental Excursion to New York.
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